Since the description of a D. latum infection in Minnesota in 1906 (2), diphyllobothriasis in the 30 U.S. has been attributed to this species. The majority of reported cases since that time have 31 followed the ingestion of freshwater fish such as perch or pike from the Great Lakes region. 32
However, more than 50 Diphyllobothrium species have been described, and at least 14 of 33 these have been detected in humans (1). Species identification on the basis of morphology is 34 unreliable, and molecular assays to distinguish individual species have been developed but are 35 not widely available (3, 4). Of particular note, D. nihonkaiense is commonly found in Japan (5, 36 6) and has subsequently been reported in Korea (7), China (8) and in Europeans who ingested 37 raw fish originating from Canada (9, 10). 
